Frank Barron's Artists in the Making is one of many studies concerned with the factors which contribute to the development of the studio artist. There has been little comparable research devoted to the growth of interest in the "other" careers in art. How does one decide to become an art historian, an art critic, or an art educator? Is studio art the usual point of entry to these pursuits? At what time and for what reasons do these more theoretical approaches to art emerge in people's lives?
The questions posed in this interview attempted to trace one individual's path to a career commitment in art education.
The subject, Janice Johnson, is now a graduate student in art education. Her undergraduate degree was in painting, and she originally came to The University of Iowa to pursue an advanced degree in art history. .
Six major questions were asked of Janice:
(1) How would you describe your present involvement in art? mother's stories of events she herself cannot remember: her im patience with the ineptitude of adults' drawings and her insistence that "I can do it much better than you can," her choice of an oil painting set from all the wonders of a toystore at the age of three.
Janice implies that these incidents have assumed some of their "mythical" quality in retrospect; as her pattern of behavior emerged, these early episodes increasingly were perceived as early warning signs.
A specific public recognition of her ability, the display of Methodological note. I find myself increasingly comfortable with the interview methodology; it does require practice to be supportive and yet neutral.
It was somewhat easier to devise questions for an adult subject than it often is for children. There is always the problem of clarity, of phrasing questions so that they are communicative and yet not leading. My second question in this case did not seem to be clear; at any rate, it did not produce the type or content of response which I had intended.
As I transcribe and analyze the data, I always have the desire to immediately schedule a follow-up session. More questions suggest themselves, and it becomes apparent that some very important questions
